Catharines and Welland, and running west from their connecting highway, the Merrittsville road, is a range of great hills, known for a century and a quarter as the Shorthills. They are marked in one of the earliest peninsula maps, showing a roadway leading from the Welland river in the south to the hills in the north, and that helped to give the name currency.
1The social and economic development of the dominion can never be fully understood without a more extensive study of local history. For this, among other reasons, the C,•*D•,• H•sTomc,t. REWEW during recent years has given considerable emphasis to its importance. An analysis of the causes and effects of broad and significant changes may often be illuminated by the history of a local community. The vanished village of St. Johns is only one illustration of the rapidity with which Canada passed through several successive stages of development during the nineteenth century. Many other illustrations might be found, and the knowledge of the general history of the dominion would be greatly enriched by a careful study of them. It was in order to emphasize considerations such as these that Mr. Duff was asked to write this article. He has not, therefore, attempted to give in any detail the history of the village. St. Johns speedily became the most important industrial centre in the Niagara peninsula. The stream made it. There were other streams, of course, but for the most part dependable only in the spring and fall. This creek was not large but it had an unfailing constancy that summers, even dry summers, did not affect. Moreover, it sped fast down the valley with ripples and runs and here and there a waterfall where it had at last found a sure footing on the rocks. A dam, as Canby had foreseen, and Hamilton had verified, could be made easily and cheaply at almost any point. Dams were built a-plenty. The little river dashed over one wheel (they were all over-shot in those days), sent it whirling, and then hurried on to the next. Soon the valley was dotted with wheels and by the middle twenties St. Johns had outstripped its rivals. 
